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“Complaint!” 



Complaint
Acts 6:1-7 or page 859 in a church bible.

Main points

 1. A ________________ & A _________________

1  With my voice I cry out to the Lord; 
with my voice I plead for mercy to the Lord. 
2  I pour out my complaint before him; 
I tell my trouble before him. 
3  When my spirit faints within me, 
you know my way! 
 In the path where I walk 
they have hidden a trap for me.
Psalm 142:1–3 (ESV)



 2. I ___________________ & I ________________

29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my 
sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, 
that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” 30 And Mo-
ses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.
Numbers 11:29–30 (ESV)

3. S _________________ & S _________________

13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am noth-
ing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my 
body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
1 Corinthians 13:1–3 (ESV)

4. C _________________ & C _________________

13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of 
Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect 
the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy 
when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 
15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so 
that all may see your progress.
1 Timothy 4:13–15 (ESV)



What have you heard God say to you this morning and what are you 

going to do with what you heard?

What was the main point of the sermon?



What stood out for you in this text.

What is one thing you are going to do with what you 
heard this next week



16 Now in these days when the disciples were increas-
ing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose 
against the Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve 
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It 
is not right that we should give up preaching the word 
of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out 
from among you seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 
4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the 
whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, 
and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nico-
laus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before 
the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 
them. 
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the 
number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, 
and a great many of the priests became obedient to the 
faith.
Acts 6:1–7 (ESV)



A Closer look at the complaint

In Jewish society widows were particularly needy and 
dependent, and the Old Testament singles them out along 
with orphans as the primary objects of charitable deeds.
The Hellenist widows may have been a particularly sizable 
group. Diaspora Jews often moved to Jerusalem in their 
twilight years to die in the holy city. When the men died, 
their widows were left far from their former home and 
family to care for them and were thus particularly in need 
of charity. Many of them may have been attracted to the 
Christian community precisely because of its concern for 
the material needs of its members.
The Christian concern that “there be no needy among 
them” has already been referred to in Acts (2:44; 4:32, 34.). 
The administration of community charity seems to have 
been in the hands of the apostles (4:35). As the church 
grew, they must have entrusted distribution to others, 
whom this text would indicate came primarily from the 
Aramaic-speaking constituency. Language barriers be-
ing what they are, it is easy to picture how some of the 
Greek-speaking widows were overlooked. In its charity 
the church may have followed somewhat the precedents 
already set in contemporary Judaism, which had a double 
system of distribution to the needy. The Jews had a weekly 
dole for resident needy, called the quppah. It was given 
out every Friday and consisted of enough money for four-
teen meals. There was also a daily distribution, known as 
the tamhuy. It was for nonresidents and transients and 
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Review
Look back at last week’s sermon notes and take a moment 
to reveiw what you wrote you were going to take action on. 
How did it go? ____________________________________
________________________________________________
What did you learn? _______________________________
________________________________________________

Further study for Groups and individuals

 Have you ever made a complaint in your life? ___________
_________________________________________________

How easy do you find it to complain?  
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

What is the strangest complaint you have ever heard ?____
_________________________________________________
________________________________________________

When someone makes a complaint about you, how willing 
are you to listen? _________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

 How do you determine whether it is true or not?  ________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

BOOK AUTHOR



Read; 
13 The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the 
people stood around Moses from morning till evening. 
14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing 
for the people, he said, “What is this that you are doing for 
the people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand 
around you from morning till evening?” 15 And Moses said to 
his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire 
of God; 16 when they have a dispute, they come to me and I 
decide between one person and another, and I make them 
know the statutes of God and his laws.” 17 Moses’ father-in-
law said to him, “What you are doing is not good. 18 You and 
the people with you will certainly wear yourselves out, for 
the thing is too heavy for you. You are not able to do it alone.
Exodus 18:13–18 (ESV)

What was Jethro’s complaint? _______________________
_________________________________________________

Read Exodus 18:19- 23. 

In what way was Jethro’s complaint constructive? ______
_________________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Read Exodus 18:24-26.
What did Moses do with Jethro’s advice? _______________
________________________________________________

NAME OF THE BOOK



Read and discuss what Jesus says we are to do if it comes 
to light someone has a complaint against us.
23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has something against 
you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. 
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and 
offer your gift.
Matthew 5:23–24 (ESV)

Rick Blackwood, a pastor says, “rarely is what we are 
distracted by more important than what we are distracted 
from.”

How does this apply to specific callings in the church?  ___
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

How can we help each other stay on track with our call-
ings? ___________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________

What things distract you from your calling? _____________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

How does it make you feel when you are asked for your in-
put to solve a complaint rather than just told the solution? 
________________________________________________

BOOK AUTHOR



________________________________________________

What are the criteria for the men the Apostles tell the 
church to look for? ________________________________
________________________________________________

Why don’t they list any skills the men might need? _______
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

The seven men who the church chose were all Hellenists. 
Why do you think they did that? _____________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

What does this tell us about how to choose someone to ad-
dress a complaint? ________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

The seven men are recognised and given authority by the 
Apostles to solve the complaint. 
 

NAME OF THE BOOK



consisted of food and drink, which were delivered from 
house to house where known needy were dwelling. The 
Christian practice seems to have embraced elements of 
both Jewish systems. Like the tamhuy it was daily, and like 
the quppah it was for the resident membership.

John B. Polhill, Acts, vol. 26, The New American Commen-
tary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992), 
179–180.


