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“What’s in a name?” 

“Boldness”



What’s in a 
name?

Boldness
Acts 4:23-31 or page 858 in a church bible.

Main points

 1. Boldness attracts _____________________

16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst 
of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves.
Matthew 10:16 (ESV)

 2. Boldness leads to _____________________

11 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads 



me beside still waters. 
3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righ-
teousness for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.
Psalm 23:1–4 (ESV)

3. Boldness requires a ___________________

11 And when they bring you before the synagogues and 
the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about 
how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 
12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour 
what you ought to say.”
Luke 12:11–12 (ESV)

4. Boldness requires _____________________

16 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the 
gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of 
my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of 
power and love and self-control.
2 Timothy 1:6–7 (ESV)



What have you heard God say to you this morning and what are you 

going to do with what you heard?

What was the main point of the sermon?



What stood out for you in this text.

What is one thing you are going to do with what you 
heard this next week



4 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the cap-
tain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly 
annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming 
in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they arrested them 
and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already eve-
ning. 4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and 
the number of the men came to about five thousand. 
5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered 
together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas 
and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, 
“By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed 
done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 
10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing be-
fore you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, 
the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.” 
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and per-
ceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were aston-
ished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But 
seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had 
nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded 
them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16 say-
ing, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign 



has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may 
spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no 
more to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them and charged 
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But 
Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of 
God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we 
cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21 And when 
they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no 
way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising 
God for what had happened. 22 For the man on whom this sign of 
healing was performed was more than forty years old.
23 When they were released, they went to their friends and 
reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 
24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God 
and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth 
and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of 
our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 
		  “ ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
and the peoples plot in vain? 
	 26 	 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers were gathered together, 
against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 
27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your 
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do 
whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 
29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your ser-
vants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 
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____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Questions

NAME OF THE BOOK



Review
Look back at last week’s sermon notes and take a moment 
to reveiw what you wrote you were going to take action on. 
How did it go? ____________________________________
________________________________________________
What did you learn? _______________________________
________________________________________________

Further study for Groups and individuals

What is the boldest thing you have ever done? __________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

How bold do you feel right now? _____________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

What would make you feel bolder? ___________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________

How bold do you feel in the name of Jesus? ____________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

In verse two the Temple leadedership are annoyed to find 
Peter preaching. Why? ______________________________
________________________________________________

BOOK AUTHOR



Do you think the Gospel is seen as a threat by the powerful 
today? __________________________________________
________________________________________________

Do you feel bold enough to receive negative attention by 
speaking about the name of Jesus? ___________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Read 1 Peter 2:18-21
What is the wrong way for a Christian to draw attention to 
themselves? 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Verse 5- despite the Temple leadership’s efforts what are 
the results of Peter’s preaching and who we can trust in?
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

What does verse 8 say must be the foundation for our 
“boldness which Paul also reminds Timothy of;
5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as 
a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 
time.
1 Timothy 2:5–6 (ESV)
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

NAME OF THE BOOK



________________________________________________

Jesus tells His disciples;
11 And when they bring you before the synagogues and the 
rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you 
should defend yourself or what you should say, 12 for the 
Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to 
say.”
Luke 12:11–12 (ESV)
Comapre that with what Moses told God;
10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not elo-
quent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your 
servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.” 11 Then the 
Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes 
him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 
12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and 
teach you what you shall speak.” 13 But he said, “Oh, my 
Lord, please send someone else.”
Exodus 4:10–13 (ESV)

What’s the difference and are you more like Jesus told us 
to be or Moses? ___________________________________
________________________________________________

How does Peter speak to the High Priest and the council? _
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

In what way is Jesus the “Cornerstone?” _______________
________________________________________________

BOOK AUTHOR



________________________________________________

Why were the leaders so struck? (13) _________________
________________________________________________

Peter’s and John’s response to the highpriests telling them 
to be quiet is:
19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in 
the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must 
judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and 
heard.” 

What can we always speak boldly about? ______________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Another name for boldness is confidence.
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympa-
thize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:15–16 (ESV)

When the church hears what has happened to the Apostles 
what do they pray for, and what do they not pray for? ____
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

NAME OF THE BOOK



30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and won-
ders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gath-
ered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.
Acts 4:1–31 (ESV)


