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How many of us dream about going out with a “Blaze of glory?” But when 
the smoke clears, what is left? How quickly will our “Blaze of glory last?” 

If you are interested in going out with a “blaze of glory” there is a way you 
can do it which will last for ever. 

In this last installment of our series “Living on the edge” 
we come to the end of Elijah’s ministry, as he has com-
pleted the job God had for him to do. Whilst Elijah himself 
certainly goes off in memorable fashion, the question is 
what does he leave behind? All his years of tough ministry 
are to what end? 



Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me 
as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 
3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to 

Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 
away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; 

keep quiet.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent 
me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 

live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, 
“Do you know that today the Lord will take away your master from 

over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent 

me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you your-
self live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty 

men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 

8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, 
and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the 

two of them could go over on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall 

do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please 
let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, 

“You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being 
taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it 
shall not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, 
chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And 



Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha 
saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of 

Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 
Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two 

pieces. 13 And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen 
from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jor-

dan. 14 Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from 
him and struck the water, saying, “Where is the Lord, the 

God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water 
was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went 

over. 
(2 kings 2:1-14 ESV)

Commentary
In this study we have focused on the life and ministry of Elijah, 
and it seems he has been a lone voice crying out in opposition 
to the king and people going after other gods and in particular 
Baal. But after Elijah fled to the wilderness, and indeed Elijah 
complained to God that he alone was left, God told him that 
would not be so, and indeed gave him the assignment of call-
ing his replacement; Elisha. 
19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of 
Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of 
him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast 
his cloak upon him. 20 And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah 
and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will 
follow you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have 
I done to you?” 21 And he returned from following him and took 
the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with 



the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they 
ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him.
1 Kings 19:19–21 (ESV)
Elijah’s call of Elisha to be his disciple is done in a very under-
stated way, perhaps because Elijah wants to leave it to Elijah to 
truly follow him and God, and doesn’t want to put any pressure 
on Elijah one way or the other. Elisha recognises Elijah’s sign 
as a call to action and although asking for permission to say 
goodbye to his family takes a decisive action so there is noth-

ing for him to go back to once he leaves. 



We haven’t heard mention of Elisha, but presumably he has 
been observing and taking in everything Elijah has done since 
then. But now Elijah is to be taken up to heaven, and he takes 
a zig zag farewell tour of the prophets. Since Elijah told God he 
was alone it seems things have changed! At each stopping off 
point Elijah urges Elisha to stay behind, but Elisha refuses. The 
prophets also remind Elisha of his upcoming loss, but Elisha 
tells them to be quiet, tell me something I don’t already know! 
The route of Elijah and Elisha mirrors the route of the invasion 
of Canaan by Joshua, except it is done in reverse. Elijah and 
Elisha also mirror Moses and Joshua, except of course Moses 
never made into the Promised Land. 
Elijah strikes the Jordan and just like with Joshua the waters 
part, and the Red Sea with Moses before him. They cross over 
observed by 50 prophets. Elijah asks Elisha if he has a request 
before he goes. Elisha does; to take over from Elijah. Elijah says 
he has asked for something hard, but nonetheless if he sees 
what happens it will be a sign his request has been granted. Fi-
ery chariots separate the two and Elijah is carried off to heaven 
in a whirlwind, as Elisha expresses his sorrow and respect for 
Elijah. Picking up the falling cloak he walks back to the Jordan 
and asking where the God of Israel is, striking the water with 
the cloak the waters part and Elijah passes over. Not only had 
the cloak changed hands but Elisha has assumed the power 
and position of Elijah and he will now be the prophet in Israel. 



Group Study

 Start this week’s group by reviewing your responses to last 
week’s study, how you applied them during the week, what you 
discovered as you applied them. What were the successes and 
difficulties, and where adjustments will you need to make? 

Share with the group briefly how you became a Christian and 
who God used in your life to make Himself known to you?  

Who were the key disciplers of you? 

Do you have anyone discipling you now? Why or why not? 

Are you discipling anyone now? Why or why not? 

What does the Lord look for when He calls someone? 

READ 1 Samuel 16:4-13

If you are looking for someone to disciple what sort of qualities 
would you look for? 

READ The following verses

36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas 
(which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 
37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet. Acts 4:36–37 (ESV)



25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he 
had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they 
met with the church and taught a great many people. And in 
Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. Acts 11:25–26 
(ESV)

15 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the 
brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of 
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had 
no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas 
and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem 
to the apostles and the elders about this question. Acts 15:1–2 
(ESV)

37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. 
38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had 
withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them 
to the work. 39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they 
separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and 
sailed away to Cyprus, Acts 15:37–39 (ESV)

What should we look for in a discipler? 

How and where can potential disciplers and disciples connect 
with one another? 

What is one key thing both discipler and disciple will need to 
have with each other? 
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When a group grows and becomes too large how willing are you 
to let it multiply even if that means losing some of your friends? 

In the great sheme of the Bible and time, what is our role today?

Wrap up

Overall, as we conclude this series, how do you feel about livign 
on the edge? 
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Reflection
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

  

 
Personal study

While Elijah went out in a blaze of glory, God has revealed His 
glory to various people. Take a little time this week to reflect 
on God’s glory

15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered 
the mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and 
the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to 
Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the 
glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the moun-
tain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud 
and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain 
forty days and forty nights. Exodus 24:15–18 (ESV)
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 7 As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and 
the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 2 And the priests could not 
enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD filled 
the LORD’s house. 3 When all the people of Israel saw the fire come 
down and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed down 
with their faces to the ground on the pavement and worshiped 
and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, “For he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever.” 2 Chronicles 7:1–3 (ESV)

Reflection
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
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In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the 
temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: 
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, 
and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 
                  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
                  the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of 
him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I 
said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
Isaiah 6:1-5 (ESV)

Reflection
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
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14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at 
the Father’s side, he has made him known.
John 1:14–18 (ESV)

Reflection
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________
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Reflection
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering 
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with 
a loud voice, 
                  “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
                  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
                  and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, 
                  “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
                  be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 
ever!” 
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell 
down and worshiped.
Revelation 5:11–14 (ESV)


